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This volume consists of a collection of 34 papers 
presented at the 10th International Symposium on 
Chromatography and Electrophoresis held in Venice 
in June 1979. The papers have been subdivided under 
the headings of: drug analysis (9); electrophoresis 
(5); analysis of endogenous compounds (7); environ- 
mental studies (3); fluorometry (5); and instrumental 
(5). Thus, there is probably something of interest for 
all researchers in a wide range of fields of study - 
academic, biochemical, clinical, pharmaceutical or 
environmental. Rather surprisingly the number of 
chapters dealing with specific techniques are evenly 
balanced with electrophoresis (5), column chromatog- 
raphy (6), TLC (8), GLC (9) and HPLC (9). There are 
chapters dealing enerally with the determination of
classes of compounds, e.g., basic organic, as well as 
those dealing with specific compounds. 
In this context, two good review articles are likely 
to be overlooked. One is on glass capillary gas chro- 
matography (Schomburg) and one on recent rends in 
isoelectric focusing (IF) (Righetti et al.). This last was 
particularly valuable in pointing to the use of charge- 
shift IF and the wealth of information which can be 
obtained from protein titration curves by IF. 
Methods are described for the determination of
phenolics in pharmaceutical preparations, catechols, 
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food dyes, cefuroxime and cefatrizine (antibiotics), 
ergot alkaloids, isosorbide nitrates (used for angina), 
acetylsalicylic acid, mefloquine (antimalarial), steroids, 
bile acids, plasma lipids, amino acids in platelets and 
atmospheric pollutants uch as benzene, toluene and 
cyclohexane. IF has been used for characterization 
of soil organic matter, identification of sardine origin 
and the study of IgG fractions. Some recent develop- 
ments described include protein ion equilibria, ion- 
pair chromatography and the introduction of new 
nitrogen-containing silylating reagents so that steroids 
and fatty acids may be determined by GLC using the 
nitrogen-selective d tector, and thin layer chromatog- 
raphy under pressure. 
There is an author index only. The book is well 
produced and there were very few mistakes, gram- 
matical or other, detected by this reviewer. Much of 
the credit for this is probably due to the editors, 
because only four contributions came from English- 
speaking countries. The book can be recommended 
for scientific libraries where it will surely be of use 
to the browsing researcher. It is unlikely that many 
individuals will wish to purchase the book, unless as a 
memento f the meeting itself. 
A. Darbre 
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